Drafting an Elevator Pitch for Your Idea
Imagine that you have just learned that leadership from the Gates Foundation will be visiting ASU, and you have been given five minutes with these representatives to share with them your big idea. You need to assume that they will have had no opportunity to research and learn about your idea in advance of their visit; they will be hearing about your idea for the very first time. Answer the questions below as a first step in designing a successful pitch.

In one concise sentence that a layperson can understand (5th grade reading level), share what your idea is.
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What is the problem that you believe your idea addresses?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Why is this a problem and who is affected by the problem?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What other solutions to this problem exist currently and why are they inadequate to solve the problem? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What kind of evidence (facts and stories) will you use to demonstrate the need for your idea?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

How do you think life would be different and better if your idea is successful?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What, specifically, are you asking of your audience? This should be more specific than, “We need your support.” Which specific kinds of support are required for your success?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

